Molecular biology of chronic myelogenous leukemia.
In this review we have described molecular consequences of the t(9;22) translocation typical of CML and some cases of ALL. This data indicates an important role for abl and bcr and suggest some common mechanisms of activation of c-abl related tyrosine kinase activity. This data also provides insight into the relationship between Ph1 positive, Ph1 negative CML and Ph1 positive ALL. Although this data answers some questions, they raise others; eg, what is the molecular basis of the t(9;22) translocation? How does increased abl related kinase activity eventuate in CML? Finally, this data reviewed suggests that factors other than abl and bcr must play a role in CML. Definition of these factors will be important in the future.